Treatment of metastatic gastric cancer by combined radiation and hyperthermia (report of two cases).
Two patients with metastatic carcinoma of the stomach on the abdominal wall were treated by radiotherapy using cobalt-60 gamma-ray or megavoltage electrons combined with hyperthermia induced with a Thermotron (8 MHz). The total dosage was 44 Gy fractionated into 11 doses (twice a week), by cobalt-60 gamma-ray and 10 hyperthermia treatments for patient 1, and 32 Gy fractionated into eight doses (twice a week) given by megavoltage electrons and five hyperthermia treatments for patient 2. In patient 1, the shrinkage of the tumor was more than 50%. No tumor cells were observed histologically at the end of treatment. In patient 2, the tumors completely disappeared. These results encourage us in the use of radiotherapy combined with hyperthermia for rather radioresistant adenocarcinoma.